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1931 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY

COLUMBUS, OHIO, JULY 25

even T housand at Opening Session

Judge Rutherford Arrived at
Columbus at 4:15 p.m.
Yesterday

Finds Preparations Complete

During this convention Columbus occupies the center of
the stage in the most unique chain of public concourses in
the history of the world. It will be the center of the
world’s biggest hookup of radio stations. Yes, but when
the great meetings here are a thing of the past and the
speakers are homeward bound, they will continue their
addresses at other great conventions held on immediately
succeeding days at Cleveland, Buffalo, Detroit, Chicago,
St. Louis, Indianapolis, Pittsburgh and Washington, D. C.

And when we thus envision ten conventions all in one
in the United States; we sge but a part of the picture,
for at the same time that the nine Columbus extension
conventions are taking place in the. United States,. there

~are twenty-nine CGolumbus extension coilventions taking -

place in Canada, seven taking place in Mexico, eight
taking place in the West Ind'es and South America, eight
taking place in Africa, seven taking place in Hawaii and
Asia, nine taking place in New Zealand and Australia and
eighty-eight taking place in Europe. And thus the Co-
lumbus convention extends all over the world, one hun-
dred and sixty-six conventions all in one.

What We See at Columbus Itself

What we see at Columbus itself we can easily record.
The special trains began to come in on Wednesday morn-
ing, July 22, with the convention staff on the first one,
100 workers all together, the vanguard from the Bethel,
needed in starting off the various departments, of which
The Messenger is but one.

The train arrived at Columbus at eight o’clock in the
morning. By nine o’clock some of the workers were at
their appointed tasks, and by ten o'clock meals were
being served in the big dining room, for those who
wanted them, and have been regularly served ever since.

The second special from Brooklyn came in Friday morn-
ing; other trains came in through the day, over all rail-
ways, from North, South, East and West. Some automo-
bilists arrived on the grounds by July
20, and by Wednesday night probably
fifty house-cars and trailers had made
their appearance and found their park-
ing places. Since then the number has
been added to in every daylight hour and
even into the night.

Since the first of June the friends at
Columbus have been busy making ar-
rangements to provide rooms for those
who would come. By Thursday night
they had made some six thousand as-
signments, and the number is being
rapidly increased.

The Most Important Convention Ever

Judge Rutherford has been thinking
of this convention and planning for it
sinee last December. We know that, for
it was about that time that the first com-
mittees were appointed, those that should
investigate the various grounds that
could be obtained and present recom-
mendations as to which should be en-
gaged, and why they would be the best
for the purpose.

At length it was decided that the con-
vention would be held in Columbus. In
many respects this is an ideal location.
For one thing, the Coliseum is a good
place for a big meeting. It will accommo-
date an audience of close to ten thousand
people, and while a great auditorium is
not so necessary as it was before the
* days of the radio, yet there are many

i
#

President of the Watch Tower Bible and

Tract Society and Generalissimo of the
Convention.

The Staff Appointed by Judge Rutherford to Look After the Comfort of
the Conventioners.

The Honorable George White,
Governor of State of Ohio,
Welcomes Convention

THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS

Seven thousand conventioners greeted the governor of
Ohio as he came upon the platform of the Watch Tower
Convention, with the chairman of the convention, Anton
Koerber. : '

Victor Schmidt opened the session with these words:

T “Jehovah has again assembled his people to swell his
praise. -

Governor White will give the opening address of the
convention.”

~ As Governor White stepped forward he was greeted
heartily with applause. The high points of his address
follow:

Usually, when I welcome a convention, T am invited_to
a dinner or a banguet, but as yet I have not had an in-
vitation from the Watch Tower folks. I wish you pleas-
antgrena _r; T have<eakie= P2 from the weather mov T
am very glad to welcome a class of people who do not need
any policemen: I have not hired any extra force; you do
not need it. :

Prior to the Wall Street crash the country gave too
much attention to material things; at this time our minds
should be turned to the more serious phases of life. The
only solution to the problems of the world is that t_he
minds of the people should be taken off the more material
things and placed upon the enduring and eternal things.

Recently I have thought a great deal about how the
Pilgrims worshiped God and thanked him, and I think
that this must be our attitude if we are to perpetuate our
inheritance as a nation. ;

I am very much pleased to have this people assemble in
this community at this time; I realize that your mission
here is a good one and that the things you will leave be-
hind you are good things that will benefit the people.

The address of the governor was well received by the
conventioners and he was roundly applauded as he took
his seat.

He was followed by Anton Koerber, chairman of the
convention.

THE CHAIRMAN'S REPLY

Jehovah the King Eternal has made it
possible for his people to assemble here
in the greatest convention ever held on
earth. We come in his name and to him
we give all praise and honor and glory.

Governor White, and the good people
of Ohio, it is with pleasure I acknowledge
your greetings of welcome in behalf of
Judge Rutherford, president of The
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,
and its delegates from various parts of
the earth assembled here in convention.

We recall the kindness accorded us
during our convention here in 1924,
which added to the joy of our return.

Many improvements have been made
in the state. Your fine transportation
facilities and good roads throughout the
state made our trip to Columbus one of
delight. T was favorably impressed with
the natural resources and high state of
agricultural development of Ohio. The
diversified scenery, to one traveling
through the state, is a real treat.

Its great lake, large rivers, beautiful
mountains, and broad fields, are real
cause for gratitude to the great Creator
who made all these things in love for his
creatures.

What a wonderful Creator we havel
He has dealt bountifully in providing
for man, and Qhio has shared well in its

people who like to see as well as hear a

portion. The whole land is fast becoming

speaker when he gives a great address,
one in which they are vitally interested.

And then the Ohio State Fair Grounds
are admirable grounds for what might
be called the physical setting of a big
convention. There are ample buildings '
for the meetings that will be held in for-

eign tongues, and other buildings in upon the driveways. The grass is kept -

plenty for all the other purposes for
which buildings are needed. The build-
ings and grounds are well kept up. There
is ample shade. The drives and walks
are in excellent condition. There is all
the room that would be needed to park|
fifteen hundred cars without intruding |

mown; the flower beds are kept up; it is
a very attractive area on the edge of one
of America’s attractive cities. Columbus
has many fine homes, and the State Fair
Grounds are adjacent to the best section
of the city.

a veritable paradise.

If man could but enjoy it forever in
good health, at peace with God and his
fellow man, his life would be complete.

It is Jehovah’s purpose he shall have
that blessed opportunity. Men and women

In the physical lay-out of the grounds|have longed for that time, and we are

(Continued on page 2, Col. 1)
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(Continued on page 2, Col. 8)
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